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KERUSHOREY--A_PERSOMALITY SKETCR

one eventng 1n Nove

- 1957, Nikita Kirushchev arrived
at 4 diplonatic rocoption in Moscor in & particularly buoyant
and garrulous mood, A fow months exrlier he had overcome the
challenge of the so-cslled sntiparty group and he had just
Stripped Naxshal Zhukov of his military and political powers.
As Wostera nowspen clustered sround hin on that cocasien,

Knrushohev related s fable which tells & great deal about the

a0 and his tmago of hmselr

‘Once upon a tise,” Kirushohov bogan, "

hore voro thres
men n prison: & soctal desocrat, an amrchist, and a humble
1ittlo Jow--s half-cducated 1ittle follow named Piaya. They
dectded to elect 3 cell leader to vatch over distribution of

food, tes, and tobscco. The ansrchist, s big, burly fellow,

s against such a lawful process as electing suthority. To
Show his contempt for law and order, he proposed that the

semi-cducatod Jow, Pinya, bo olocted. They olected Pinya.

hings went well," Kirushohev contined, "and they do-

c1ded to sscape. But they realized that the first wan to go
Chrough the tunmel would be shot at by the gusrd. They all
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Suddenty poor 1ittle Pinya drow himsolf up and
you elucted me by democratic process as your leader. There-
fore, 1 will go tirst.’

“The moral of the story,” Kirushchev explained, “is
that no satter how husblo a mn's boginning, he achieves tho

Staturs of the office o which he 1s elected.

“That 1ittle Piaya,” he concluded, "that's m
It 45 not clear whethor the tals was Beant as a parable
approxtmating actual evests, but it did revesl much sbout
Knrushehe s montal rofloxes: his conseiousness of his bus-
ble origin, & frequently raitersted thems; his sense of per-

sonal acconplishacnt; confidonce that his vigor, Laitiative,

and capactty are equal to his station; jealousy of the pro-

rogatives of that station; and a wry satisfaction with the

cunning which had snabled hin to grin the upper hand over &

seriss of rivals who usderrated hin.
When Stalin died sa 1953, Khrushohev was largely an

unknown quaneity outside the Soviet Unton, seemingly 3
Lossor-ranking figure than the botter-known Molotor, Maleakor,
Beria and Mikoyan. In the yoar or so that ensued he sdged
s vay more and mors oato the public stage but the picture
B presented to forsign cheervors was not. impressive-irom
31 appearances he was an inpetucus, obtuse, rough-talking

thing of the burfoon and & good deal of the
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Batore long, however, ovents would show that thers vas

a Great deal more to Knrushchov thun tho appearance suggested
and that bebind the exterior lsy a shrewd sative intolligence,

s om

caped Stalin's murdsrous Judgment 1¢ e had boon witless

ox fooltsnly impuisive.
whtch had

It now 55 clear that he had other qualiti

opportuntty for expression under Stall

Sudsoity, a good sense of political tining

and shovsanship, and & touch of the gambler's instinct.

Without bemstit of propagsnda esbrotdery, th
story of Khrushchev's rise to the Sovist plasacle makes &
model Communist success story. He vas born in 1894 in the

small village of Ealtmovks, not far from where Great Russia

eots the Ucraine, the son of 3 ataer not long removed from

origin 1s both & political assst and & point of pride with
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